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Itôs a complicated time in the U.S. electricity sectoré..

Looking back, and looking ahead

Á My Savannah summer in 1970:

- Whatôs changed since then?

ÁLooking ahead from the same vantage 

point, different year:

- Whatôs in store for the electric 

industry?

- What does the past inform us about 

the future?
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What was it like, back in 1970é..?
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Oil Dependence and Price Shocks
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http://www.themindoftefft.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/oil-crisis_qjpreviewth.jpg
http://www.themindoftefft.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/oil-crisis_qjpreviewth.jpg
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Energy resources viewed as very scarceé

.....the energy crisis is 

the ñmoral equivalent to 

war,ò

é energy conservation 

runs counter to 

economic growth

é.energy conservation 

is all about sacrificeé.

1973

http://www.homesthatfit.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Jimmy-Carter-sweater-fashion.jpg
http://www.homesthatfit.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Jimmy-Carter-sweater-fashion.jpg


NASEO ïSeptember 2014

Page 6

Pollution and air quality 

were very bad in many 

parts of the U.S.
.

1967

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_T0CgvW2gwtY/TErmUu2YnlI/AAAAAAAAAFw/UHv_QNhmei4/s1600/smoke-stack1_k4ys.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_T0CgvW2gwtY/TErmUu2YnlI/AAAAAAAAAFw/UHv_QNhmei4/s1600/smoke-stack1_k4ys.jpg
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What have we learned since 1970 

thatôs relevant to help prepare for 

whatôs ahead in the electric 

industry?
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We can diversify our energy supply
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The U.S. has 

increased energy by 

1.4x since 1970 ï

with oil use fairly 

stable

Data:  EIA
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Source:  Coal Foundation. 

Shale Gas    Coal

Wind           Solar

We are an energy-rich nation: natural gas, renewables, oil, coal

http://www1.eere.energy.gov/wind/resource_assessment_characterization.html
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EIA  U.S. data
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We can develop domestic resources for power supply    
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We can turn the corner on energy imports
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We can diversify electricity supply
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The U.S. has 

increased electric 

demand by 2.5x 

since 1970

Data:  EIA



NASEO ïSeptember 2014

Page 13

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

Electric Sector as Percent of Total Primary Energy Use

We can increase the ñelectricity intensityò of the economy

Data:  EIA
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We can reduce our reliance on fossil fuelsé.(all energy)
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